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Ace Toronto Discussion Notes: November 25 2018
“Romantic Feelings, and Romantic Relationships”

6 attendees
 Land Acknowledgment & Respect guidelines (available here)
 Introductions: Names and some pronouns shared

 Introductions
 Key questions and conversation points

 Romance and what constitutes as a romantic relationship or romantic actions will differ 
from individual to individual. What does romance mean to you? And how does asexuality 
intersect with romance for you, if it does?
◦ It is important to recognize that sexual attraction and romantic attraction can be 

distinct and separate, though for some they are connected and experienced 
simultaneously.

◦ Affectionate gestures; snuggling, being physically close to one another.
◦ Where is the line between romantic and sexual actions? How do we know when what 

we are experiencing is genuine sexual attraction and not our feelings of being 
pressured to want sex by society?

◦ Social expectations surrounding what we are supposed to feel can be very different 
from what we do actually feel in reality.

 How do mainstream society and mainstream media present and understand “romance”? 
How are these presentations and understandings limited and potentially 
harmful/problematic? What are alternative ways of being in romantic relationships?
◦ Despite what all-too-many movies featuring Disney Princesses would lead us to 

believe, physical desires are not synonymous with romantic love; while they can be 
connected to feelings of romantic love, this is not inevitable and always the case

◦ Romance is often portrayed in mainstream media through white-centric tropes and 
homonormativity
▪ e.g., There has to be a man and a woman, even in queer couplings

◦ Marriage as all-too-often the only trajectory of romantic relationships in media 
presentations

◦ Tokenization of marginalized characters happens far too often in mainstream media.
◦ Alternative possibilities are endless!
◦ We need to smash the patriarchal narratives and trajectories woven into mainstream 

romance!
◦ Relationships should not be sites and connections we use to get our needs met in 

extractive and unilateral ways; we need to rethink what a relationship is; it isn’t an 
extractive type of thing, even though colonialism presents it in this way (given how 
colonial relationships with land are destructive, one-sided, extractive), it is an ongoing 
kinship connection grounded in respect and reciprocity

◦ Bringing communities together to bear witness to relationship-making commitments 
(such as through gathering for ceremonies -- ceremonies here meaning not only the 
colonial institution of marriage, but non-Western and decolonial ceremonies as well) 
holds people accountable to their obligations and responsibilities within a relationship

https://acetoronto.wordpress.com/accessibility/respect-guidlines/
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 What makes for a negative or toxic romantic relationship? What makes for a positive 
romantic relationship?
◦ Communication is crucial to positive relationships (not only romantic ones but any 

relationships)
▪ Asking permission to kiss you or hold your hand, etc, is way more romantic than 

not asking and just assuming you can do that action (even though asking to kiss is
often presented in mainstream media as not a romantic thing to do)

◦ Ensure that we aren’t using romantic relationships in extractive ways (for example, to 
post on social media how “successful” we are)

◦ We often talk about needing to compromise when in romantic relationships, but we 
don’t often talk about the dangers and the violation of consent of certain 
compromises; boundaries must not be compromised

 When do you come out as ace when you are pursuing romantic relationship(s) with a 
zedsexual person(s)?

 What are people’s experiences with ace dating sites/apps?
◦ The sites/apps can be very inactive with not many people on them

 How is capitalism intertwined with mainstream romance?
◦ Weddings are super expensive
◦ Engagement rings are super expensive
◦ Gender roles support capitalism as well

▪ Forcing the woman to change her surname in marriage; surnames caught up in 
legacies of heteropatriarchy and colonialism as well (many of us didn’t have 
surnames until Europeans forced them onto us), yet the changing of surname 
through marriage gets emphasized as romantic

 How is romance intertwined with colonial severing of community?
◦ Kinship connections and decolonial ways of being in community were targeted by 

colonialism; colonialism enforced nuclear family making 


